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10 STEPS TO GET YOU STARTED IN ASTRONOMY! ' o * WWW.UNAWE.ORG/AWESOME/

Curious about the Universe, but don’t know where to start? This guide will introduce you to e\;ery aspect of astroné)my—
the study of our wonderful cosmos—in 10 steps! Each step has a list of things you can do to conquer that topic and a badge
you can earn to show you've reached that level of awesomeness! To collect the badge, simply prove your knowledge on the

topic at hand by completing the assignment, which you can find below the badge. When you have collected all 10 badges, you get
the superbadge, declaring you the awesome amateur astronomer that you'll be!

1. OBSERVE

. local planetarium

. eyes
. star map

. astronomical event

GET THIS BADGE!

2. RESEARCH

. the library books - ' magazines
. videos images
. podcasts science TV shows
movie science fiction books
. GET THIS BADGE!
. science museum
. astronomer
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The heavens are filled with all sorts of objects and to learn about them astronomers have to
take measurements, such as their size, how distant they are, how old they are and how many
of them are around. You can (don't be intimidated, these aren't as hard as they sound!:

use to measure a distance of something, like the distance between

you and a tree, to understand how astronomers measure the distance of stars.

you can see in your night sky by counting the stars in a small

area and assuming they are distributed evenly.

make of some of the objects you see in the sky: their size or the

distance between them.

measure the

o ' Make an astronomical
For resources on this topic, go to www.unawe.org/awesome/

measurement!

Want to share your newfound interest in astronomy? You can:

join an '

find an about astronomy. There you can discuss what you see

when you are out observing the night sky or ask for guidance.

find out if there'sa coming up! That's when amateur astronomers meet and look

at the sky together. You can even go to a Messier Marathon!

try a friend or two to take part in your astronomical endeavour!

the link to this website so that others also can get excited about astronomy! Share your love for

For resources on this topic, go to www.unawe.org/awesome/ astronomy with someonel!

Now that you know the night sky a lot better, it's time to get some and have a
closer look! You can:
start off with a pair of . You will see plenty of stars that you couldn't see before! :
Even without a telescope, you'll already be able to see some pretty interesting things, such OBSERVE II
as the planets of our Solar System, the Orion Nebula and the Andromeda Galaxy. Plus,
binoculars are much easier to handle and bring with you than a telescope.

visit ,if there is one. They might be open to the general public on

some nights, allowing you to see some amazing stuff! Find these objects with your
check if your local astronomy association is having a , hopefully they'll let you binoculars: a nebula, a star
look through their telescopes. cluster and a galaxy!

For resources on this topic, go to www.unawe.org/awesome/

After scanning your way across the sky with your binoculars, it might be time to bring out a

I Be sure to do your research on what type of telescope to buy. You can ask your
friends from the amateur astronomers association or on online forums, they will have plenty
of advice! Or you can build your own!

OBSERVE Il
Even though you're now looking through at the sky through telescope, which takes you much

closer to what's out there, don't expect objects to look like they do in famous images. Most of
these were taken using high-tech telescopes that cost billions, and often show colours that
you can't even see with the human eye, like X-rays and infrared. Become the owner
For resources on this topic, go to www.unawe.org/awesome/ of a telescopel!
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8. RECORD

astrophoto
drawing
journal
9. ANALYSE
. citizen science project
10. PUBLISH
. blog
. article
 post
o tweet

CONGRATULATIONS!

You have finished all the steps! Now you really are an Awesome Amateur Astronomer!
You can show off your awesomeness with this superbadge!

For a full version of this project with resources, go to:

WWW.UNAWE.ORG/AWESOME/ A

WARENE$$

GET THIS BADGE!

GET THIS BADGE!

GET THIS BADGE!

' .
sAWESOMEZ

- AMATEUR -
ASTRONOMER!



www.unawe.org/awesome/
www.unawe.org/awesome/
www.unawe.org/awesome/
www.unawe.org/awesome/
http://www.unawe.org

